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THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW ALBANY, 

INDIANA HELD A BUDGET WORK SESSION IN THE 

CITY/COUNTY BUILDING ON MONDAY OCTOBER 1, 2007 AT  

7:15 P.M. 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Council Members Mr. Coffey, Mr. Schmidt, Mr. Price, Mrs. 
Crump, Mr. Gahan, Mr. Blevins, Mr. Messer, Mr. Zurschmiede and President Larry 
Kochert.    
  
OTHERS PRESENT: Mayor James Garner, City Clerk Marcey Wisman 
 
Mr. Kochert called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. 
 
Mayor Garner introduced two ladies from Isenburg Properties LLC and stated that they 
would like to make a presentation on a second phase of Scribner Place.  
 
Ms. Tommie Isenberg introduced herself and her partner Angela Smith to the council 
and stated that they were there to present a proposal for downtown New Albany. She 
explained her vision of a convention center in New Albany and the downtown area.  
 
Ms. Angela Smith explained that they want to fill the void of a convention center in the 
downtown area after meeting with consultants about the need of some type of conference 
center. She explained that the center they have envisioned will hold 1500 people and will 
be 17,000 sq feet where the rooms can be divided up to fit the needs of the City. She 
stated that they are planning on the hotel having approximately 95 rooms and 
constructing it for expansion. She explained that this is a $20-25M project that would be 
beneficial to the revitalization of the downtown area and they are here to ask for help on 
the infrastructure for parking and to be able to get up over the flood wall. They were told 
it would be more expensive to build in this area but are very excited about the 
opportunities it will afford the downtown businesses both present and future. She 
explained that they want to bring the Indiana State Associations into New Albany instead 
of them continuing to go to other cities in Indiana.  
 
Mrs. Crump asked why they are not building more than 95 sleeping rooms. 
 
Mrs. Isenberg stated that they have the possibility of building up to 200 more rooms if 
they see that the need is there. 
 
Mrs. Crump said as a member of the FOP she would love to see this happen because 
right now they can’t even bring the state convention into the area because they do not 
have the meeting room for this, but she doesn’t think that 95 rooms will do it.  
 
 
Mrs. Smith stated this is just the development phase and they are designing it to be 
expanded and they didn’t go ahead and add the rooms because they needed to see what 
the City would be willing to help with and they also did a study of the amount of rooms 
available at other lodging locations in New Albany.  
 
Mr. Coffey asked if they had done a financial impact study and asked if what he read 
was correct in saying that they are looking for a $6M commitment from the City. He 
stated that they have to understand that there has to be a return on this investment because 
there are plenty of places in the City that could use that money.  
 
Mrs. Smith stated that they did a feasibility study but that they hadn’t taken it to the next 
step.  
 
Mrs. Isenburg stated that they are prepared to go through whatever steps they need to 
because they really want this to come to New Albany and they are really just here before 
the council to see if they are interested or if they should go somewhere else with it.  
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Mr. Kochert asked if the $6M was in the $25M 
 
Mrs. Smith said it was and stated that they are asking the city to help with the parking 
for the conference centers.  
 
Mr. Messer asked if the parking would be open to the public and if they would charge a 
fee for it.  
 
Mrs. Smith stated that they do not have all those answers yet and are open to any 
suggestions but they need to know if it is a go before they put any more money into it. 
 

There was a consensus among the council members that they would like for them to 

move forward with the project. 

 
Mr. Coffey stated that he would have to see a positive financial impact study before he 
could vote for this project because there are so many other issues in the city that need to 
be funded.   
 
Mayor Garner stated that he would like to see a committee put together consisting of 
Mr. Coffey, Mr. Messer and Mr. Zurschmiede along with the DNA and Redevelopment. 
 

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 7:46 p.m. 

 

 

______________________________ 
Larry Kochert, President  
Common Council, City of New Albany 
 
 

ATTEST: ___________________________   
          Marcey J. Wisman, City Clerk  
 


